READY FOR ACTION 
As the calendar turns 
to June tomorrow, 
golfer Rory McIlroy 
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Hundreds gather in Raleigh 
to protest police killings 


Meatpacking 
plants with 
viruses not 
identified 
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AMES ALEXANDER 
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Meatpacking plants are breed- 
ing grounds for COVID-19 
among workers. 

Plant employees typically 
stand shoulder-to-shoulder on 
their feet for hours at a time, 
shoving and cutting carcasses. 
The work causes them to 
breathe heavily, and if they have 
COVID-19, they are spreading 
virus into the air, said Dr. Lisa 
Gralinski, an assistant professor 
at the UNC Gillings School of 
Global Public Health. 

Gralinski, who has studied 
coronaviruses since 2008, said 
these processing facilities house 
a combination of risk factors. 

“The virus gets into a meat 
plant and that can turn disas- 
trous,” Gralinski said. “The cold 
air is going to be very conducive 
to keeping the virus viable for 
longer, so it’s just kind of a bad 
situation — and unfortunately if 
we look at the demographics of 
who tends to be employed in 
these facilities, they might not 
have the best access to health 
care.” 

Workers then go home and 
into their communities, giving 
the virus a firm foothold. 


ETHAN HYMAN ehyman@newsobserver.com 
Demonstrators fill Fayetteville Street in front of the courthouse during a protest in downtown Raleigh on Saturday. 
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COVID-19 infections as of 7:15 
p.m. May 30 


27,823 


confirmed cases 
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RALEIGH 
About 1,000 people gathered 

in downtown Raleigh early Sat- 

urday evening to protest killings 


in the wake of George Floyd’s 
death in Minneapolis on Mon- 
day. In a widely circulated vi- 
deo, a white police officer is 
seen kneeling on Floyd’s neck 
while Floyd says he cannot 
breathe. Floyd, who is black, 
showed no signs of life before 
he was taken to the hospital, the 
Star Tribune has reported. He 


was charged four days after the 
incident with third-degree mur- 
der and second-degree man- 
slaughter, according to the Star 
Tribune. 

In the days since Floyd’s 
death, protesters have turned 
out in large numbers in Minnea- 
polis, where they burned a po- 
lice substation; in Atlanta, 


Barclays Center, a symbol of 
gentrification in Brooklyn. 

Crowds also protested in 
Houston, Los Angeles and in 
Charlotte, where a Food Lion 
was broken into and several 
people were arrested, including 
a City Council member. 
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WE HAVE 
LIFTOFF 


A SpaceX Falcon 9 lifts off 
Saturday from Kennedy 
Space Center in Cape 
Canaveral, Fla., taking 
Doug Hurley and Bob 
Behnken on a test flight. 
For the first time in nearly 
a decade, astronauts 
blasted toward orbit 
aboard an American 
rocket from American soil. 
This was a first for a 
private company. 
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SOURCE: THE N&O GATHERS THIS DATA 
FROM NCDHHS AND COUNTY HEALTH 
DEPARTMENTS. 
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THE SAFETY oF OUR CUSTOMERS ano EMPLOYEES ıs OUR NUMBER ONE PRIORITY. 
We are taking every recommended precaution by the CDC to ensure that 
we may serve customers without compromising their health or the health of 
our employees. 


CALL TODAY to GET THIS 
GREAT DEAL 


New orders only. Offer not valid on previous sales or estimates and can not be combined with other offers. Financing available with approved credit. Other restrictions 
may apply. See sales rep for details. Expires May 31st, 2020. 81059 


LOW-THRESHOLD 

Low-thresholds offer a limited lip around the 
base of the shower, just enough to prevent 
any water from overflowing. 


BARRIER-FREE 


Our barrier-free design has a floor - level 
threshold which makes getting into and out 
of the shower easy and safe. 


BUILT-IN SEATED 


Convert your current tub or shower into an 
easy access shower with a built-in seat. 


919-766-6906 
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